MEDIA RELEASE/STATEMENT

Perbadanan Putrajaya (PPj) would like to refer to the comment “Putrajaya Needs
Better Public Transport System To Boost Its Population” via Biz Week of The
Star dated 17 April 2010.

PPj would like to thank you for your kind interest and opinion on the public
transport issue raised in the article. However, we would like to comment on the
statement made by Mr. Previndran Singhe regarding the lack of activities and
Federal Territory holidays.

As one of the nation’s Federal Territories, Putrajaya celebrates Federal Territory
Day on 1st of February every year on a month-long basis. In conjunction with the-
celebration, PPj organises a number of activities such as Putrajaya Fishing
Competition, Pesta Sukan Rakyat, Pesta Sukan Air, Karnival Wow! Putrajaya,
Hot air Balloon Fiesta and themed events at our parks.

Besides the Federal Territory celebration, Putrajaya has its fair share of
attractions and activities that are organised specifically to cater to its people, both
the community as well as visitors. Among these attractions are parks that are
themed to cater for different interests, for example Taman Botani, Taman
Wetland or Taman Warisan Pertanian, to name a few, as well as those that offer
adventurous pursuits such as The Challenge Park or The Equestrian Park.
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PPj is seriously promoting Putrajaya as a venue for sports and recreational
events in its bid to make the city more vibrant, especially at night. A calender of
events is drawn up yearly to offer a kaleidoscope of interesting events such as
Cyclefest & Putrajaya Night Challenge, Putrajaya Futsal Challenge 2010,
Putrajaya International Dragon Boat Festival, Floria 2010, Flora Fest, Fishing
Competition, Marching Band Street Parade and Putrajaya Waterski World Cup
2010.

(ZAHARAH SALAMAT )
Timbalan Pengarah Kanan Perhubungan Awam
b.p. Presiden Perbadanan Putrajaya

Tarikh: 27 April 2010
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Akhbar : The Star
Segmen : Biz Week
M/s 3 26

Tarikh 17 April 2010

Putrajaya needs better transport system to boost its population

By EUGENE MAHALINGAM
eugenicz@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA has been declared the
epitome of gracious living by many,
but Malaysia's administrative capi-
tal still has some way to go before it
can truly be declared a model city.

Association of Valuers, Property
Managers, Estate Agents and
Property Consultants in the Private
Sector Malaysia (PEPS) president
James Wong believes that Putrajaya
needs a meaningful transport
system to make it more “liveable”.
This, in turn, will attract the crowds
to make it more vibrant, he adds.

“You need a critical mass popula-
tion to have a meaningful transport
system,” he says when contacted by
StarBizWeek. “Currently, there's not
large enough a population catch-
ment in Putrajaya.”

According to the website of
Putrajaya Holdings Sdn Bhd, the
administrative capital’s master
developer, Putrajaya’s current
population {working and living) is
about 75,000.

Wong feels that setting up attrac
tions, such as museunis and art
galleries, was a great way to pull in
the crowds. He also notes that it has

ot Sl

long been planned for many of the
foreign embassies to relocate to
Putrajaya but this has yet to happen.

“There was supposed to be a
diplomatic enclave in Putrajaya,
with the embassies moving there,
With the Immigration Department
and many Government agencies
already present there, it would be a
good move for the embassies to
relocate,” says Wong.

Putrajaya currently has just one
shopping mall - the Alamanda
Putrajaya in Precinct 1. Malaysian
Association for Shopping and
Highrise Complex Management

Putrajaya’s population now stands at about 75,000.

advisor Richard Chan points out
that the population there is not big
enough to support a second one.

“To have a successful shopping
mall, you need to have a population
with good spending power. Right
now, | wouldn't recommend build-
ing 4 second mall in Putrajaya,” he
Says.

Chan adds that having homes
that are affordable is a good way to
boost the population in Putrajaya.

Zerin Propertics chief exccutive
officer Previndran Singhe says the
homes in Putrajaya starts from
about RM450,000 onwards.

“Putrajaya is a great place to live.
The homes are affordable but there
s insufficient infrastructure ot
commercial activity,” he says.

He adds that for a city to be
successful, it needs to “relate to its
people.” “Cities like Kuala Lumpur
have holidays like Federal Territory
Day to cater to its people, Putrajaya
needs to have events like that,” he

argues.

Putrajaya is about 25km from
Kuala Lumpur. To (B Richard Ellis
Malaysia Sdn Bhd managing direc-
tor Allan Soo, that is an issue for
now.

“It's well planned and well devel-
oped. but the distance is the prob
lem, | think once people are able to
accept it, living there is not a prob-
lem.”

Soo says there should be more
dedicated highways that connect
directly to Putrajaya. Currently, the
Maju Expressway links Putrajaya
directly to the Kampung Pandan
Interchange.

“It's not that we don't have
enough highways, but why not have
other dedicated highways that lead
to Bangsar or Petaling jaya?"

Soo also says there should be
more private sector participation in

the development of Putrajaya,

“There needs to be more private
developers rather than GLCs
(government-linked companies).
Right now, Putrajaya feels like it's
GLC-driven," he adds.

"I think a couple of reputable
developers coming in and creating
some nice gated projects would
make Putrajaya very attractive.”

Wong agrees that there should be
more private companies undertak-
ing development projects Putrajaya.
He says: “Putrajaya Holdings needs
to open up more land and invite
private developers to come in."

Earlier this week, it was reported
that Putrajaya Holdings would be
calling for tenders for projects
worth over RM1bil.

Chief executive officer Datuk
Azlan Abdul Kanim said the tenders
were to build four office towers
worth & combined RM700mil, resi-
dential properties and office blocks.

In the report, companies such as
Ahmad Zaki Resources Bhd, [IM
Corp Bhd, Sunway Holdings Bhd,
the UEM Group and Ireka Corp Bhd
were linked to the bids. When
contacted, Sunway Holdings and
Ireka declined to comment on the
matter.
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