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Roadside traders still breakmg rules

Stalls lining public walkway
pose risk to road users

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com. my

. TRADERS operating on the pave-
ments along the bustling Jalan Jalil
Perkasa 1 in Bukit Jalil, Kuala
‘Lumpur, are causing congestion
and endangering pedestrians there.

Some traders also leave behind
tables, chairs, pots and pans at the
site when they close for the day,
which is in violation of their licens-
ing agreement with Kuala Lumpur
City Hall (DBKL). -

Residents complain that these
iterms are obstructing the public
walkway.

“There is no place for me to walk,
because some stalls place their
goods all over the ground,” said
Kelly Tan.

- “I am forced to walk on the road,
which is a main street. It is danger-
ous as the traffic is heavy and vehi-
cles move fast along that stretch,”
Tan added.

Another resident; Jeeva Mala said
she used tojog along the stretch.

She noted that before the Covid-
19 pandemic, only one or two stalls
were operating there but later; the
number mushroomed and took up
the entire stretch of pavement.

“I know the mobile traders have

a licence under the Wilayah
Prihatin programme, but they are
not supposed to leave their items
and block the walkway,” she said.

The Wilayah Prihatin programme
was initiated by DBKL and Federal
Territories Ministry during the
movement control order period to
alleviate the hardship faced by
those who lost their jobs.

Suitable sites were identified so
mobile traders could operate from
food trucks, tricycles and stalls with
canopies, but they had to clear the
site at the end of the day.

On a recent visit, StarMetro found
dozens of closed stalls, some cov-
ered with tarpaulin, along with
chairs and tables cluttering up the
pathway.

When contacted by StarMetro, a
DBKL officer from the Seputeh
branch confirmed that traders in
the area were notorious for not fol-
lowing rules.

“Qur officers are constantly issu-

ing summonses. to them.”

Under the programime, over 5, 000
licences were approved in all three
federal territories.

However, there have been com-
plaints that the traders were creat-
ing various problems such as con-
gestion, littering and pollution.
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Penduduk rz rayu campur tangan PM

Pemlhk kediaman
Kampung Sungai
Baru resah kemelut
pemaju ambil
tanah tak selesai
Oleh Muhammad Yusri

MuZamir
yusti.muzamir@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Perdana Mente-
ri, Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Ya-
akob dirayu turun padang ber-
temu  penduduk  Kampung
Sungai Baru di Kampung Baru,
di sini yang runsing masih ber-
depan kemelut isu pengambilan
tanah menempatkan kediaman
mereka oleh syarikat pemaju.
Menurut penduduk, campur ta-
ngan Perdana Menteri amat per-
Iu bagi membela nasib mereka
yang tidak dapat berunding se-
cara terus dengan pemaju, selain
mendakwa gagal mendapat tawa-
ran pampasan yang munasabah.
Ahli Parlimen Shah Alam,
Khalid Abdul Samad pada sidang
media bersama Jawatankuasa
Bertindak Penduduk Sungai Ba-
ru semalam, berkata warta me-
ngikut Seksyen 8 Akta Pengam-
bilan Tanah 1960 (Akta 486) perlu
ditarik balik supaya penduduk
boleh berunding dengan pemaju
untuk mencapai kata sepakat.
“Katanya ada rundingan Khas
di antara penduduk dan peniaju
menerusi sesilibat urus baru-ba-
ru ini, namun penduduk men-

Khahd (dua dar: kiri) bersama sebahagmn penduduk pada sidang medza di Pusat Kawasan Rukun Tetangga

Kampung Sungai Baru, semalam.

dakwa wakil pemaju tidak hadir,
sebaliknya sesi dikendalikan
Perbadanan Pembangunan Kam-
pong Bharu (PKB) dan: apabila
diajukan soalan, pengerusi di-
dakwa tidak menjawab.

“Jadi, kehadiran ke sesi libat
urus itu sia-sia, malah tindakan
PKB didakwa tidak tepat. Sepa-
tutnya mereka mewakili pendu-
duk, namun dilihat seperti jadi
wakil pemaju dan ini yang jadi

persoalan,” katanya pada sidang-

media di Pusat Kawasan Rukun
Tetangga  (KRT) ' Kampung
Sungai Baru, semalam.

Khalid berkata, penggunaan
Seksyen 8 AKkta 486 juga menim-
bulkan persoalan kerana tanah
yang diambil berstatus pemilikan
peribadi, mempunyai geran dan
sudah menjadi milik penduduk
terbabit sejak berpuluh tahun.

“Jadi, Perdana Menteri perlu
masuk campur, turun jumpa pen-

duduk. Saya juga sudah mem-
bentuk jawatankuasa dianggotai
beberapa peguam yang holeh kaji
mengikut sudut undang-undang,
lihat bagaimana bolehi cabar ke-
putusan untuk membantu pemi-
1lik supaya diberi hak mereka,”
katanya.

‘Sementara itu, wakil Jawatan-
kuasa ~ Bertindak Penduduk

Sungai Baru, Azlan Mustafaber-

kata, penduduk terbabit dengan
pengambilan tanah sudah mene-
rima arahan mengikut Seksyen 4 -

dan Seksyen 8 Akta 488 supaya

mengosongkan kediaman padn‘SI
Julai depan,

Katanya, rayuan penduduklm-
tuk melanjutkan tempoh pengo-
songan itu sudah dikemukakan
kepada Jabatan Ketua Pengarah
Tanah dan Galian (JKPTG), na-
mun dimaklumkan ia perlu di-
buat melalui PKB selaku peme-
gang hak hartanah berkenaan.

(Foto Fariz Iswadi Ismall/BH)

Bagaimanapun, belian men-
dakwa, PKB hanya memberi pen-
jelasan tidak dimaklumkan me-
ngenali perkara berkenaan.

“Jadi kami mintalah sangat
Perdana Menteri turun dan ban-
tulah kami segera. Kami berada
dalam keadaan getir dan terte-
kan selagi tiada pihak datang
membantu,” katanya,

‘Pada 11 April lalu, Menteri Wi-
layah Persekutuan, Datuk Seri
Dr Shahidan Kasim mahu run-
d.{ngan diteruskan bagi mencari
penyelesaian  terhadap arahan
pengosongan rumah penduduk
Flat Perbadanan Kemajuan Ne-
‘geri Selangor (PKNS) Sungai Ba-

. ru yang sebelum ini diarahkan
‘berpindah pada Ramadan lalu.

JEPTG dalam maklum balas
kemudian menjelaskan, PKB se-
laku pemegang hak kepada flat
yang terbabit dalam pengambi-
lan tanah bagi pembangunan se-

mula Kampung Sungai Baru,
tiada halangan membenarkan pe-
milik kediaman itu terus men-
diami rumah berkenaan sehing-
ga 31 Julai depan.

Rancangan pembangunan di
Kampung Sungai Baru dilapor
membabitkan penduduk di dua
jenis kediaman, iaitu Flat PKNS
dan rumah di tanah persendi-
rian, dengan 264 daripada 328
unit adalah flat dan selebihnya
rumah teres dianggar berkelua-
san 6.8 hektar.

Difahamkan, 30 peratus pendu-
duk tidak bersetuju dengan pam-
pasan ditawarkan, iaitu
RM240,000 hingga RM260,000 bagi
unit flat dan kira-kira RM400 se-
kaki persegi bagi kategom rumah
teres.

Azlan yang juga Ahli Jawatan-
kuasa (AJK) Penduduk Kampung
Sungai Baru mengakui pihaknya
faham kesukaran untuk menca-
pai kesepakatan antara dua pi-
hak, namun peluang mengada-
kan rundingan dengan pemaju
sekurang-kurangnya akan mem-
beri kelegaan kepada penduduk.

“Hampir setahun kami dike-
nakan warta, tertekan mental
dan fizikal kerana banyak usaha
sudah dilakukan sebelum ini. Na-
mun, sesi libat urns pada 6" Jun
lalu tidak dihadiri wakil pemaju, |
sebaliknya diterajui PKB, jadi ba-"
gaimana mahu capai matlamat?

“Penubuhan PEB sepatuinya
untuk memantau pembangunan
di kawasan ini, namun jika ini
yang berlaku, bukan pembangu-
nan yang dibawa, tetapi hak kami
sebagai penduduk di sini diga-
dai,” katanya.

Bekalan terhad, harga daging dari India melambung

Johor Bahrun: Selepas ayam se-
gar, bekalan dagihg sejuk beku
dari India pula dilaporkan se-
makin terhad dengan harga pro-
duk berkenaan dilihat turut me-
lambung kira-kira 20 peratus.

Tinjaudn di pasar basah seki-
tar, bandar raya ini termasuk di
Pandan, mendapati bekalan da-
ging ‘kotak’ dari India dilihat ti-
dak sebanyak seperti sebelum
ini, manakala harganya naik ke-
pada RM17 sekilogram (kg) ber-

banding antara RM13 hingga
RMI4 sebelumnya.

Peniaga daging, Hafizul Moha-
mad, 40, berkata daging dari In-
dia menjadi pilihan peniaga ma-
kanan dan penggund Kerana le-
bihmurah berbanding daging se-
gar témpatan, namun sejak se-
belum Aidilfitri lalu, produk im-
port itw yang diterima daripada
pembekal mula berkurangan
hampir separuh.

“Bekalan yang kami terima
berkurang hampir separuh da-
ripada biasa-menyebabkan stok
terhad. Keadaan semasa bekalan
produk itu, terutama bahagian
‘batang pinang’ sudah mula ter-

putus menyebabkan peniaga ma-
kanan terutama peniaga sate dan
pengguna mengeluh. .

“Pembekal memaklumkan be-
kalan daging dari India sukar
diperoleh sejak dua mmggu lalu,
malah peniaga daging kini juga
sukar memperoleh tulang dan pa-
ru lembu dari Australia yang me-
nerima permintaan tinggi dari-
pada peniaga dan pengguna,” ka-
tanya.

Katanya, walaupun harga da-
ging import dari India naik antara
RMB3 hingga RM4 setiap kilogram,
ia tetap lebih murah dan menjadi
pilihan peniaga makanan serta
pengguna berbanding daging se-
gar tempatan berharga RM45 se-
tiap kilogram yang hanya mene-
rima sambutan ketika musim pe-

rayaan.

. “Kini saya hanya terima 200kg
daging import India daripada
pembekal berbanding 400Kkg se-
belumnya, jadi tak dapat tam-
pung permintaan peniaga maka-
nan dan pengguna,” katanya dan
turut diakui seorang peniaga da-
ging di Pasar Taman Dahlia,
Tampoi, Mohd Kamal Kamsan.

Mohd Kamal mengakui beka-
lan daging import India semakin
berkurangan dan terhad sejak se-

belum Aidilfitri lalu, namun ti-

dak pasti punca sebenar melain-
kan makluman pembekal baha-
wa_produk itu men-
jadi rebutan banyak
negara.

Peniaga makanan,
Mohammad Izam Se-
ran, pula berkata ke-
naikan harga daging
import India yang
mendadak = daripada
RM215 sekotak  ke-
pada  RM280 menye-
babkan peniaga ter-
paksa

menaikkan
harga makans.n bera- Rosol Wahld

saskan daging,

“Peniaga makanan, terutama
nasi campur guna daging import
India sebagai ramuan utama ma-
sakan berasas daging. Sekotak
ada 20 paket, setiap paket 800
gram. Sejak harga daging India
naik mendadak dua bulan lalu,
saya terpaksa naikkan harga ma-
kanan berasas daging sebanyak
RM1.50,” katanya.

Dalam perkembangan berkai-
tan, Timbalan Menteri Perdaga-
ngan Dalam Negeri dan Hal

-Ehwal Pengguna (KPDNHEP),
Datuk Rosol Wahid memberi
jaminan bekalan barangan asas
termasuk ‘ayam dan
daging mencukupi ba-
gi menampung per-
mintaan sempena Ail-
diladha, bulan depan.

“Pangguna tak per-
1u bimbang mengenai
bekalan  barangan
asas.  Kementerian
Pertanian dan Indus-
tri Makanan (MAFT)
memaklumkan beka-
lan berkaitan terna-
kan cukup, nhamun

kami tetap memantau
pasar raya seluruh negara me-
nerusi 2,000 penguat kuasa supa-
va tidak terjadi kekurangan be-
Kkalan.

“Kita tak mahu dengar mak-
lumat sahaja tetapi tiada peman-
tauan. Jika ada kekurangan be-
kalan, kita akan bincang dengan
MAFI untuk pastikan stok men-
cukupi dalam pasaran,” katanya

vang ditemui ketika meninjau
Program Jualan Keluarga Mala-
ysia (PJKM) di Lotus Tebrau, se
malam.

Katanya, pemantauan bekalan
bukan sahaja oleh penguat kua-
sa, tetapi turut dibantu persa-
tuan pengguna dan rakyat yang
boleh menyalurkan maklumat
kepada KPDNHEP sekiranya
mengesan kekurangan bekalan
barangan asas di pasaran untuk
tindakan segera.

Mengenai PJKM, Rosol berka-
ta, program itu sehingga kini me-
rekotlkan hasil jualan mencecah
RM54 juta menerusi operasi di
lebih 1,702 lokasi seluruh negara
termasuk Sabah dan Sarawak ba-
gi membantu rakyat yang ter-
kesan dan terbeban dengan kos
sara hidup.

“DiJobor pula, sehingga 4 Jun
1alu, PJEM telah dilaksanakan di
273 lokasi meliputi semua kawa-
san Parlimen dengan nilai jualan
mencecah RM7.1 juta,” katanya
memaklumkan antara barangan
tumpuan  pengunjung.  adalah
ayam segar, telur, minyak masak;
gula, tepung dan sayur-sayuran.



DBKL nafi _lantik SCIB ganti tiang 1ampu

Kuala Lumpur: Dewan Banda-
raya Kuala Lumpur (DBKL) me-
nafikan laporan media yang me-
ngatakan pihaknya melantik Sa-
rawak Consolidated Industries
Berhad (SCIB) untuk melaksa-
nakan apa-apa Kkerja bagi pihak
berkuasa tempatan.(PBT) itu.

“DBKL tidak pernah memberi
kebenaran kepada mana-mana
pihak bagi melantik SCIB atau
mana-mana anak syarikatnya
untuk melaksanakan . apa-apa
kerja bagi pihak DBKL,” menu-
rutnya dalam kenyataan sema-
lam.

Media sebelum ini melapor-
kan, SCIB melalui anak syarikat
milik penuhnya, SCIB Properties
Sdn Bhd menerima, surat lanti-
kan bagi kontrak kejuruteraan,
pemerolehan pembinaan dan pe-
ngoperasian  (EPCC) bernilai
RM30.75 juta daripada Ennova
Sdn Bhd (Ennova) membabitkan
penggantian 200 unit tiang lampu
di Lembah Klang untuk DBKL.

Penggantian tiang lampu yang
dijangka bermula bulan ini dan
berakhir Mei 2023 itu mencetus-
kan komen beberapa pihak yang

m%;'tﬂ(alkan nilai kontrak
ifatkan tidak sepadan de-
ngan kerja pembinaan. , .

Sementara itu, Ketua Pegawal
Operasi Ennova, Megat Rozaimi
Jaafar, berkata penggantian

Gt Wvan . @ B3/6/300> (Wwa) - mi§:

® Sebenarnya ada 29 syarikat mendapat
kebenaran ini dan setlap satu mempunyai cara
mereka masing-masing untuk melaksanakan
projek itu. Kontrak Ennova dengan SCIB
membabitkan sebahagian daripada T
tiang lampu yang diberikan oleh DBKL ’zw

L

melalm konsep ubah sewa

Rozaimi ]’aafur, %
Ketta Pegawm Operasi Ennova

tiang Iampu konvensmnal di se-

nya memperkukuhkan rangka-
ian perkhidmatan 5G, malah
menjadi sumber kewangan Kke-
pada DBKL.

Beliau yang ‘menjawab keke-

liruan daripada kenyataan media.
. Lim Lip ﬁ ;

Ahli Parlime
Eng, kelmarin berkata tiang lam.
pu sedia-ada akmﬁagmmkamdé‘
ngan tiang lampu bet
yang juga boleh menampung re-

peater yang diperlukan untuk

meluaskan jaringan telekomuni-
kasi terutama teknologi 5G.
Katanya, Ennova mendapat ke-
benaran DBKL untuk melakukan
kerja penggantian dengan kos
dan pelaburan ditanggung pihak

p syankat bagl tempoh hma ta-
kitar bandar raya ini bukan ha- - ;

hunesss

“Ennova kemudian memben

kan kontrak itu kepada SCIBun-

tuk membina dan mengoperasi-
kan 200 tianglampu terbabit bagi
pihak Ennova bermula bulan ini

.,hmgga_Mel"tahﬁn depan. -

tidak timbul DBKL
. kontrak bernilai

hanya untuk menggantikan
tiang lampu.

 “Sebenarnya ada 29 syankat

mendapat kebenaran ini dan se-

. tiap satu mempunyal ‘cara’ me-

reka masing-masing untuk me-
laksanakan projek itu.

“Kontrak Ennova dengan SCIB
membabitkan sebahagian dari-

RMBO juta kepada syarikat swas-

pada tiang lampu yang diberikan
oleh DBKL melalui konsep ubah
sewa.

“Jadi, adalah tidak adil Lip Eng
menyalahkan DBKL dalam hal
ini sedangkan kontrak itu antara
Ennova. dan SCIB. serta tidak
membabitkan DBKL,” katanya
kepada BH semalam.

Katanya, setiap tiang lampu
terdiri pelbagai saiz dan keting-
gian itu akan membolehkan
DBKL memperoleh nilai sewaan
antara RM600 hingga RM1,000.

“Tiang lampu berintegrasi itu
juga bukan pertama kali dipa-
sang di negara ini, malah sudah
banyak kawasan menggunakan-
nya termasuk di sesetengah tem-
pat di bawah DBKL. .

“Selain memberikan pencaha-
yaan yang lebih baik, lampu ini
boleh menyumbang kepada per-
Iuasan rangkaian teknologi 5G di
ibu negara. Ia sebenarnya ber-
integrasi dengan menara 5G, se-
paruh memang untuk lampu ja-
lan dan sebahagian lagi bagi me-

nampung repeater. el
“Kita sewakan ak ‘repeater
ini kepada syarikat telékomuni-

kasi dan mendapat keuntungan
sebelum membayar sewa kepada
DBKL,” katanya setiap tiang lam-
pu itu boleh bertahan antara 20
hingga 30 tahun dengan penye-
lenggaraan yang baik.
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DBKL nafi lantik SCIB

'!'iallﬂrlﬂi,iﬂi:

_ Tidak pernahberi
kebenaran laksana
kerja-kerja bagi
~ pihak DBKL

§ Oleh ENGKU
'SHARIFUL AZNI
KUALA LUMPUR

_ewan Bandaraya Kuala
Lumpur (DBKL) tidak
pernah memberi ke-
benaran kepada mana

-mana pihak melantik syarikat
Sarawak Consolidated
Industries Bhd (SCIB) melaku-
kan kerja bagi agensi tersebut.

Unit Media DBKL menerusi

satu kenyataan pada Sabtu

memberikan” respons ber-

b
B

Kepong, Lim Lip Eng tentang
dakwaan kontrak RM30.75 juta
untuk menggantikan 200 tiang

lampu di Lembah Klang.

- “Pihak DBKL tidak pernah
melantik SCIB atau mana-mana

anak syarikatnya atau memberi- -

kan kebenaran kepada pihak
lain untuk melantik SCIB bagi
melaksanakan kerja
perkhidmatan  ke-
juruteraan untuk peng- -
gantian tiang lampu
pintar bersepadu DBKL
bagi pihaknya,” kata
kenyataan itu.

Pada Sabtu, sebuah
portal berita melaporkan
tentang kontrak RM30:75

L

Kenyataan Unit Media
DBKL yang dikeluarkan
4 pada Sabtu.

£ ; S ¥

- hubung kenyataan Ahli Pariimen:

juta yang diberikan oleh DBKL
kepada 'sebuah syarikat untuk
menggantikan 200 tiang lampu
di Lembah Klang. -

< Lip Eng berkata, kos ter-
sebut terlalu mahal dan meminta
DBKL bersikap telus untuk men-
dedahkan butiran kerja yang
terlibat dan penetapan harga.

s
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Over 100 firms
have 20,000
vacancies to fill
at mega job fair
in Shah Alam
>4

Exco member
going all out to
identify those
behind illegal
dumpsite in JB
>5 S

ng
Rest and relax

at George Town
bicycle hub aimed
at promoting
gycling in city

>6

Clear sign: Some roads In Kuala Lumpur al

park and en

5

Slowing down
to save lives

Speed limits are being lowered on more
‘Kuala Lumpur roads, especially around
schools, malls and transport hubs in efforts
to get motorists to reduce the rush in parts
of the capital city. Pedestrians say the
authorities should also‘act on hawkers at
road junctions and motorists who double
danger road users. >2&3
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ready have a 30kmph speed limit such asthis one in Jalan 1/152, Taman perindustrian OUG, Jalan Kelang Lama. — CHAN TAK KONG/The Star
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THE ownen of a terrace house
who alleged that his neighbours
renovations had structurally, ) .«
damaged his property is
welcome to lodge a complaint
with the relevant authorities if
he suspects elements of corrup-
tion.

Klang Municipal Council’s
(MPK) €orporate Communications
Department directorn Norfiza
Mahfiz sald this when asked
about-a video from thehouse-

+ pwner which had gone viral.

The owner of the house in
Taman Klang Jaya claimed he had
to move out of his property for
his family’s safety as there were

MPK: Houseowner can file report with
authorities over corruption allegations

wide cracks after his immediate
neighbour, turned hissingle-sto-
rey house into a double-storey
structure.

“Our initial investigations
based on the allegations made
in the video revealed that plans
had been submitted to:the
council where renovation

permits:were issued 10 the.con-
sultants in 2012,

“The renovation works had
received consent of the neigh-
boursinvolved,” she said.

Norfiza added that MPK had
responded to issues broughtup
by the complainant-after approvs
al was given

“We had also:appointeda.con-
sultantto detect the cause of the
cracks and to study the additional
structure that was built;? she said.

Norfizah added that MPK
upheld the values:of transparency
and integrity.

“Our Legal Department wilk
study the video in detail.

“MPK will not hesitate tolodge
a reportagainst individuals whe
issue defamatory statements
against council employees.

“Legal action may also be taken
against individuals who issue
defamatory remarks against
MPK.” she said. — By EDWARD
RAJENDRA



2 News

STARMETRO, MONDAY 13 JUNE 20%

ﬁ STARMETRO ff
WAT _

WATER DISRUPTION

There will be a scheduled water
supply disruptionin 47 areasiin the
Petaling distriot from amon June
21, Water supply is expected to be
fully restored by 9am the next day.
For details,visit www.airselangor.
com or call 15300 (Air Selangor
Contact Centre)]

MAH MERI CARNIVAL

Mah Meri Carnivak2022 will be
taking place on.June:18 and 19

at Kampung Orang Asli Sungai
Bumbun, Pulau Carey, Selangor,
from 10am to 5pm. Itis the first
time stich a community-centred
carnival will be held there involving
‘il five' Mah Meri villages on the
island. There will be cultural perfor-
mances, demonstrations and sales
Booths. For details, visit Jakoa
Negerl Selangor dan-Wilayah
Persekutuan’Facebook page.

BLOOD DONATION

>Sunway Healthcare Group in col-

laborationwith the National Blood
Bank is organising a blood dona-
tion drive in Sunway TCM
(Traditional & Complementary
Medicine) Centre at Sunway Geo
(June 13-14), Sunway Medical
Centre Velocity (June 15-16) and
Sunway Medical Centre, Sunway
City (June 16-17).. No walk-ins
allowed.
To register, go to httpsi/bit.ly/
SHGBloodDonationDrive TCM,
https://bit.ly/,
SHGBloodDonationDrive X «
SMCVelocity andihttps://bit.ly/
SHGBloodDonationDrive _.SMC
>Cardiac Vascular Sentral Kuala
“Lumpur (CYSKL) is holding'a blood
donation drive today at CVSKL,
“Level 1, Training Room, Jalan
Stesen Sentral'h, Kuala Lumpur:
Sentral from 10am to 4pm. The
programme will be assisted by
‘medical professionals supported
by the National Blood Blank.
Donors must be aged 18 and
above. To register, go to https://
forms.office.com/r/PSFBVC2Kre

TRAFFIC MATTERS

There will be lane closures and
traffic diversions on Federal?
Highway, Kuala Lumpur bound =~
(near Petronas and Shell Petrol
Station) and Klang bound (BHP
Petrol Station), from June 15 until
Dec 31 all day bn New Klang Valley
Expressway after the Subang Toll
plaza (Subang/Shah Alam-bound)
from June 15 to 30 from 11pm 1o’
Sam daily and on Jalan Langat
(between Persiaran Batu Nilam1
and Lebuh Batu Nilam junctions,
Klang-bound) from June 14 1018
from:10pm-5am daily, to facilitate
LRT3 project-related works: For
details, call'1-800-18-2585( LRT3
helpline).

CANCER TALK

Cansurvive Malaysia is organising
a free webinar on cancer preven-
tion, complementary.holistic treat-
ments and nutrition on June 25
from 8pm 1o 4,30pm. For detalls;
visit www.cansuryive.org.my and
to register, go'to httpsi//tinyurl.
com/bdz23eyk

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

> Kuala Selangor Nature Park is
calling for volunteérs to plant man-
grove saplings on June 18. For
details and registration, visit
httpsi//forma.gle/445vBTAvnEszZU-
Lh39

>Glabal Environment Centre s
calling for 100 volunteers on June
25 for.its monthly; tree planting pro-
gramme at Raja Musa Forest
Reserve in Bestari Jaya, Selangor:
For details and registration, visit
hittp://bit.ly/317cD1A
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TEN more roadsin the heart of -
Kuala Lumpur may saon have a
mandatnry speed.ﬂllﬂ SOkm ;er
hour (kmph) im; N

This is\being proposed byKual_a L
Lumpur City Hall (DBKE)and "
Malaysian Institute of Road Safety
iy
the ort

The roads being considered will
probably be located in and around
schools, malls and transport hubs.

While thelocations have yet tobe
| identified, newly appointed Miros
chairman Prof Dr Wong Shaw Yoon
said they hoped to mtmduct; n at10
highly pedestrianised areas

The locations were also chosen
based on accident records involving
vulnerable road users as wellas the
highnumber of complaints and
feedback received from the commu-
nity,

Prof Wong, who is a lecturer at
the Mechanical and Manufacturing
Engineering Department of
Universiti Putra Malaysia, said the
authorities would also include
speed managementinterventions
like road humps, roundabouts and
speed table rumble strips (trans-
“verse bars) to'help slow down traf-
fi¢ in'these aréas., « *

Studies on the feasibility of the
initiative are expected to.be com-
pleted by the endiofithe year,

“DBKL has already imposed . .
30kmph speed limit in some school
ZONes,

“Under the new proposal, several
roads with'a current spéed limit of
40kmph will he reduced to 30Kkmph
while roads with 60kmph speed
Tirnit will be reduced to 50kmph;,”
he added. :

Prof Wong sdid by lowering the
speed limit, the probability of death
or serious/injury could be reduced
too.

APal the wa
= speed on roads in KL

Proposal to go slow: at highly pedestrlamsed areas reduces risks
of death-or serious |nJur‘y ffom acc1dents says safety agency

A=

The authorities will also inc[ude other speed management interventions hke road humps roundabouts and

transverse bars to help slow down traffic in the city.

“People are constantly in-a rush
to get somewhere,

“If they could just slow down, we
can prevent accidents,

“With speed management We can
also reduce the number of accidents
by adopting the safe system
approach incorporating: the three
Es, namely engineering,
education and enforcement

“The safe syster approach utilis-
es the four elements of safer people,
safer roads; safer speeds and safer
vehicles.”

He gave an example of a
person driving fast who meets
with an accident, but if the car'is
equipped with anti-braking
systein, airbags coupled with' good
road infrastructure, these would
reduce the likelihood of fatalities or

serious injuries.

Prof Wong said under the safe
system, all aspects needed to be
improved, so that If one wereto fail,
the others would Kick in.

“You can't control the accident
but you can control the speed,
which is essential inreducing acci-
dents,” said Prof Wong who was
one of Malaysia's participants to the
Third High Level Conference of
Global Road Safety in Stockholm in
February 2020,

Nine'recommendations were pro-
posed with a target of 50% reduc:
tion in road deaths and serious inju-
ries by 2030.

Malaysia is one of the countries
that ratified the “Stockholm
Declaration” on road safety and one
of the nine recommendations was

TheStar
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There is a percep:
tion that motorist:
can ignore speed
limits and get
away with iton
city roads. —

' Photos: CHAN
TAK KONG,
AZLINA
ABDULLAH and
BAVANI'M

mandating a'30kmplvspéed limit in
urban areas.

Prof Wong said that reducing the
speed limit to 30Kmph was recom-
ménded in some urban areas to
protect vulnerable road users and
accommodate human errors.

Many eities in the world have
already adopted the systern.

*Take Sydney, Australia, the cen-
tral business district does not have
schools or hospitals yet the speed is
set at 30kmph because there are a
lot of pedestrians,” he said,

Ithas been‘reported that 80% of
road accidents in Malaysia are
caused by human error.

According to police data,in‘Kual

Lumpur alone, over 200 lives are
Jost every year in road accidents.
In national statistics, Kuala
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constantly in a

rush to get
somewhere. If

they could just

slow down
. we can prevent
_accidents.

We have an

opportunity here

. to save lives. "

Prof Dr Wong Shaw Voon

Lumpur contributed 3% nf road.
deaths. (see charf)

The percentage of fatalities due to
speed related crashes was 30%,

while serious injuries accounted for

Speed-rela ted crashes included
vehicles that went out-of-control,
overturned or hit roadside objects

“We have an opportunity here to

save lives by getting people to slow
down,” said Prof Wong, adding
some residents had put up signs
asking people to slow down on their
own initiative,

“An area in Kajang put up a sign-
board asking people to drive at
30kmph a few years ago.

“Tt was a neighbourhood with a
lot of elderly folk and children.

“They did this although the speed
limit was not sanctioned by the
authority.”

Prof Wong acknowledged there
were already areas in the city
where a 30kmph speed limit had
been imposed but it was being
ignored.

“This is where enforcement
comes in which is part of the safe
system. lEl.u'cu:\cl'l.

“Together with engineering and
education, we also need enforce-
ment,” he added.

Making city roads safer
Transportation planning expert
Goh Bok Yen said road safety should
be viewed from a broader perspec-
, - tive, not just reducing the speed

4 J.imit.

+ Tt is timely for DBKL to trans- .
fornt city roads and make them
user-friendly to non-motorised vehi-
cles such as bicycles and pedestri-
ans.

TheStar graph

“Achieving a more balanced
redistribution of road space
between vehicles and pedestrians
in the central business district is
crucial,” Goh said.

‘He added that new road design
guidelines to accommodate lower
speed must come with wider and
saferwalkways for non-motorised

There must be a shift from tradi-
tional car-centric road design and
operation to a balanced one which
looks into the needs of multiple
road users, said Goh.

“Arterial roads such as Jalan
Kuching, Jalan Cheras and Jalan
Tun Razak would still be vehicle-
centric, whereas Jalan Tun HS Lee,
Jalan Petaling and Jalan Tuanku
Abdul Rahman should prioritise
nén-motorised vehicles by having
wider walkways.”

He said vehicle speed could he
reduced by providing narrower
lane widths for moving vehicles to
lower operational speed.

Goh said the next move was to
restrict certain categories of vehi-
cles such as trailers in the CBD, only
allow motorcycles on dedicated
lanes in arterial roads and even
hav lgignuhhc transport-only roads

ford Street in London.,

"Lowe the speed limit is the
first step, what is more important is
a mindset change on the part of
motorists, pedestrians and other
stakeholders.”

Town planner [hsan Zainal
Mokhtar said KL needed to be made
more walkable, hence a reduction
in the speed limit of major roads
was a way forward.

“But the roads, kerbs and walk-
ways need to be redesigned too,
otherwise it is just not safe,” he said,

Traffic rules fall by the wayside in Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad in KL as vehicles cross the line at signalised traf-
fic lights, The presence of roadside hawkers on pedestrian walkways in the background worsens the situation.

Dicing with danger every day
at Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com.my
EVI:ZRY day Sheila Shan says a

. prayer before taking her 11-year-

old son to school,

Even though the school is only a
five-minute walk from where she
lives, the journey is stressful and
treacherous,

On numerous occasions, she has
almost been hit by a speeding car
or motorcycle.

- Sheila lives in a nearhy condo in
Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur, and
uses the traffic light junction at
Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad to cross
the road and drop her son off at
SJKT Vivekananda.

“T have almost been hit so many
times that I have lost count.

“This happens even when the
light is red, indicating the vehicles
must stop,

“They (motorists and motorcy-
clists) don’t care for our safety.

“T'have to be constantly on the
alert as r.hey are travelling at high

eed.

“That is why T have to take my.
son to school every day.” she
added.

What irks her even more is that
Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad is a road
with a gazetted speed limit of
30kmph.

Itis located in the heart of resi-

'| dences, schools and places of wor-

ship and is heavily used at all
hours of the day.

A grandmother who wanted to
be known only as Devi, takes her
granddaughters, aged five and six,
to the same school.

She said that every day she liter-
ally diced with danger at the same
junction,

“In one week there are near
misses at least three to four times.

“Things are only okay when
there is a traffic policeman on
duty,” she added.

“Sometimes those who almost hit
me will apologise but that does not
make their behaviour okay,” said
Devi, who fears for her grandchil-
dren’s safety.

Malar K, who works at the near-
by Nu Sentral shopping centre the-
said motonsts do not follow the
traffic Li

“The hght turns green for pedes-
trians for only five seconds, yet
they :!on t adhere to it and put us
at risk.”

Devifears for her grandchildren’s aafety when crossing Jalan Sultan

Abdul'samad in Brickfields.

Tamilhselvan says parents of
SJKT Vivekananda puplls often
double park to pick up and drop
off their children.

Sheila said most motorists did
not ohey the traffic rules, including
the 30kmph speed limit.

“There was a time a car came so
fast as I was crossing.

“T stoad my ground, yet he had
the gall to threaten-me,” she
recounted.

Lecturer John Manikam said
roadside hawkers operating along
the pedestrian walkway in front of
Palm Court condo were endanger-
ing pedestrians.

“Cars are stopping at the traffic
light junction to buy food and

drinks, contributing to the conges-
tsi‘?;l and endangering schoolchil-

I,

“Why does Kuala Lumpur City
Hall (DBKL) allow hawkers to sell
at a traffic light junction?

“What is the point of installing a
signalised traffic light and CCTV
when you allow hawkers to trade
here?” he asked.

SJKT Vivekananda Parent-
Teather Association (PIBG) chair-
man Tamilhselvan Kuppon said
parents contributed to the conges-
tion when they double parked to
drop off and pick up their kids.

“Sometimes they have to go in
circles to find a parking spot and
this contributes to the congestion.

“We need a solution from DBKL
as there have been minor accidents
and near misses,” he said.

StarMetro ohserved the traffic
situation during a weekday and
saw motorists flouting traffic rules
along a stretch of Jalan Sultan
Abdul Samad.

Despite road humps, 30kmph
speed limit and Awas signs as well
as the traffic light junction, pedes-
trians were not safe while crossing
the road.

. EieEE
Watch the video i
TheStarTV.com &



