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Squeezing through: Motorists trying to pass the Awan Besar toll plaza on the Kesas highway after eight of 14 lanes were flooded,

Flash floods hit the Klang Valley yesterday evening, submerging vehicles and causing traffic
to come to a standstill. The floodwater eventually receded and cleanup has started, but
Nadma also issued a warning about the water levels at some rivers around the city centre.
With the spectre of the Dec 18 floods still fresh on the minds of many, social media was
abuzz with concern and anxiety. > See report on page 3
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Destructive floods strike again

Storm leaves trail of destruction in Klang Valley-and surrounding areas

By FARIK ZOLKEPLI,
JUSTIN/ZACK, JAROD LIM
and FARID WAHAB. -
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Flash floods left

Latrail'of destruction in the city and

parts of Selangor-after heayy down-
pours in the afternoon:

Datuk ‘Seri Ismail ‘Sabri Yaakab
said he was informed six areas in
the city were affected.

“The relevant ministries and
agencies have taken immediate
“action to ensure ‘the safety of
Keluarﬁa Malaysia. Please drive
carefully in the rain and, if possi-
“hle, avoid flooded areas,” he said
on Facebook and Twitter.

The Prime Minister also' upload-
ed several pictures of rescue opera-
tions by various authorities.

The ‘National Disaster Manage-
ment Agency (Nadima), in a Faceb-
ook post, noted that-areas in the city

centre including Jalan Sultan Tsm--

ail, Jalan Ampang,, Jalan Leboh
Ampang, Jalan Raja Laut, Jalan Kia
Peng and Jalan Raja Chulan were
inundated yesterday. ' %

‘It also pointed’ out" that the

. Meteorological Department (MetM-

alaysia) had'issued a thunderstorm
warning at 1.35pm.
“It had forecast heavy'rains and

strong winds ‘in- Kuala Selangor,

Hulu “Selarigor, Klang,' Gombak,
Petaling, Kuala Langat, Hulu Langat
and Sepang,” it added;

Tenaga National Bhd was forced
to shut off thé electricity supply to
some 40 substations around Klang
Valley due'to the heavy deluge,

This was done’to ensure the safe-
ty of its users in affected areas, it
said on its Facebook page.

Water rose as high as 2 in Jalan
Kuchai Lama, leaving:12 cars stran-
ded with * some' drivers having to
escape to the roof of their vehicles.

“All victims. affected were res-

‘cued ‘and brought to a safe loca-

tion,” the City Fire and Rescue

- Department said'in a statement.

Brickfields OCPD Asst' Comm
Amihizam Abdul ‘Shukor: said ‘a
police patrol.car was swept away by
floodwaters in Kuchai Lama.

He said the vehicle was parked at

Lumpur Convention Centre. — Bamarna

a police beat base at about 3.30pm,
as the two policemen wanted to
perform their prayers,

“However, heavy rain and storm
resulted'in a flood.

“They tried to-get out of | the area
but the vehicle was submerged up
to tyres. Both/mandged to get away
safely,” hesaid.

ACP Amihizam said the vehicle
was later brought tothe Brickfields
police  headquarters once the
water had receded.

Cheras ' 'OCPD "Asst - Comm
Muhammad Idzam Jaafar said
floods  affected “several  areas
including Sunway Velocity' Mall,
Jalan Tasek Selatan, Kesas Highway
(near Awan Naik), the Bukit Jalil
police station, Jalan Chan Sow Lin,
Salak Selatan, Bukit Jalil Highway
and  'MRR2 near Terminal
Bersepadu Selatan (TBS).

He said four trees fell on' 24
yehicles parked outside Universiti

-
No way
after floods receded In KuchaiLama. — IZZRAFIQ'ALIAS/The Star

Kebangsaan = Malaysia Medical
Centre (HCTM).

Forty children and their teach-
ers had to be rescued by firemen

"Water damage. A flash flood pamally submerging vehicles ata parklng lotiin Jalan Kia Peng near the Kuala

through: Vehicles atranded on the road and blocking traffic

from a childcare centre along

Jalan Cheras Batu 2 1/2.
Firefighters also evacuated 100

people in the Kampung Pasir area

in Kuula Lumpur,
In Selangor, ‘state Fire and
Regcue Department: director

- Norazam Khamis said floods had

been reported in Sungai Buloh
and Kampung Gombak.

“So far, reports have come from
Bandar Baru Sungai Buloh and
Kampung ' ‘Gombak, ~ Kampung
Melayu and Kampung Melayu in
BatuArang," he said.

Meanwhile, thousands of motor-
ists' were gridlocked in the Klang
Valley. Normahizan Kasim, 62, who
was driving home to Setiawangsa
from Cyberjaya,” decided. to turn
back after ‘reaching Bukit Jalil via
the Maju Expressway,

“I'was unaware that floodwaters
were rising ‘everywhere until my
son called; telling me to stay csxm
uniil the water recedes,” she'said:

Auditor Siti Nur Ain Zainal, 29,
said she decided to leave her office
in: Shah' Alam later than usual to
avoid the traffic and floods.

“1 took the Elite highway instead
of my usual ‘route via the Federal

Highway to go back to my home in
Semenyih,” she said.

Hafiz Abdullah, 34, who was driv-
ing home to Ukay Perdana from
Taman Melawati, was shocked to
seeroads flooded up to the curbs.

“Everyone was driving slowly to
prevent getting stuck in the water,”
he said, while expressing frustra-
tion at the frequent floods.

Videos and photos emerged yes-

" terday: on social media showing

flooded roads in the city yesterday.

The Integrated Transport Inform-
ation System, in a statement on its
official Facebook. page, “said the
Smart tunnel was closed for flood
aperations.

In Pudu, a dried goods store sales
manager Teryne Lee, 38, said water
flooded the porch around 3pm.

“This is the worst flood T have
faced after more than 10 years
here. The authorities should check
on the the drainage system here,”

she said. ;
[E]yriE]
Watch the video ! Iy
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hubungan akibat
ditenggelami air
selepas hujan

lebat sejak

jam 3 petang

Oleli Mahani Ishak

dan Fakis Fuad
bhnews@bh.com.my
Kuala Lumpur: Hujan lebat yang
berterusan lebih dua jam mulai 3
petang, menyebabkan banyak ka-
wasan sekitar Lembah Klang,
termasuk ibu kota ini, chlanda
banjir kilat. -

‘Banjir kilat itu mehyebabkan
ribuan kenderaan ditenggelami
banjir, sama ada di tempat ter-
buka atau berada ruang parkir
bawah bangunan.

Lebuh raya dan jalan raya se-
kitar ibu kota yang terputus hu-
bungan akibat ditenggelami ban-
jir juga menyebabkan'kesesakan
teruk berlaku.

Susulan bamlr kilat yang me-
landa, Perdana (Menteri; Datuk
Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob, berkata
kementerian dan agensi berkai-
tan sudah diarah mengambil
langkah segera; memastikan ke-
se]amatan Keluarga Malaysia.

Masa sama, beliau menasihat-
Kkan orang’ rainai agar mengelak.

daripada melalui kawasan banjir
kilat dan berhati-hati memandu
ketika hujan.:

Agensi Pengurusan Bencana

Negara (NADMA) berkata. anta-

ra kawasan dinaiki air termasuk

sekitar Balai Polis Dang Wangi

membabitkan Jalan Sultan: Is-
mail/Jalan Ampang, Jalan Leboh
Ampang, Jalan Raja Laut dan
iialan Kia Peng/Jalan Raja Chu-
an

NADMA. berkata, sungai me-
lepasi paras amaran pula di Sen-
tul-Sungai Batu, Jambatan Su-
laiman-Sungai Klang, Lebuh Pa-
sar-Sungai Klang dan Jalan Par-
limen-Sungai Gombak, manaka-
la sungai melepasi aras bahaya

membabitkan Jalan Tun Ra-

zak-Sungai Gombak.

rut - memaklumkan ~Terowong
SMART ditutup sepenuhnya bagi
persediaan operasi banjir
Sementara itu, banyak jalan di-
tutup susulan banjir kilat yang
melanda kebanyakan kawasan
ibu negara mengakibatkan ke-
sesakan terus di jalanjalan uta-
ma.

Banjlr di: Kampung Periuk, Kampung Baru aklbal hujan !ebat pemn

semalam. (Foto Fathil Asri/BE)

Lok k A ; ? w3 )
Pusat Pemindahan Sementara (PPS) Dewan Kelab Sultan Sulaiman dibuka
dan kerja pemindahan dibantu anggota Ibu Pejabat Polis Daerah serta
Balai Polis Chow Kit, Kuala Lumpur, semalam.

{Foto ihsan FB NADMA)

ITIS DKL memaklunﬂmn ke«

“Jabatan| Meteore]ogi'Malaysla :bﬁgi

(METMalaysia)  mengeluarkan
amaran ribut petir pada jam 1.35
tengah hari semalam, di mana

dijangka di Selangor membabit
kan Kuala' Salangor, Hulu Selang

hujan lebat dan angin kencang

panz i :
“Turut terkesan Wilayah Per-
sekutuan Kuala Lumpur dan Pu-

trajaya, selain Negeri Sembilan
(Jelebu.. Seremban, Port Dickson,
ala Pilah dan Rembau) serta

i Melaka (Alor Gajah) sel '
Amaran dikemas
kini pada jam 2.50 petang dan 4

Jam. 5 petang.
petang,” katanya.

‘sedang dalam pem:
binaan dengan banyak kendera- i

an ditenggelami a.u'.

L

NADMA mengingatkan orang

awam supaya sentiasa mengam-
billangkah berjaga-jaga, peka de-

ngutamakan keselamatan . diri
ketika banjir berlaku

t 1]
Iumkan banjir kilat turut me-
landa enam kawasan iaitu Te-

Chan Sow Lin, Jalan Pudu, Jalan
SriPermaisuri, Jalan Tun Razak

' dan Jalan Pahang.

Dalam pada itu, ITIS DBKL tu-

rowong Tabung Haji, Terowong . ¢

ngan keadaan sekeliling dan me-

Banyak kenderaan dttenggelam: air da!am kejadian banpr kﬂat d| kawasan Ietak kereta berhamplran KLCC.

Matosrkal tenggelam dan orang ramai terpaksa mengharung air di sekltar
Maser Jamek, Kuala Lumpur.

(Foto {hsan pembaca)
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