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By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

IT MAY be a gloomy start to the
year after the December floods.and
the Covid-19 Omicron variant
made headway in some parts of

the world, but'businesses in Kuala
Lumpur are holding on to hope to

inject life back into the city, -

Papular food'streets such as
Petaling Street, Jalan Alor and
Masjid India are raring to go in the
hopes that businesses will pick up
after a challenging twao years of
Fea].lngwﬁh the Covid-19 pandem-

c.

Jalan Alor Hawkers Association
secretary Simon Ang said plans
were in the pipeline to hold several
programmes to- he!p revive busi-
nesses in the area.

“We are forming a network w1th
other groups in Bukit Bin/

Petaling Street to come up 1.h
S
© people to these

“It has been a cha]fjamgni?g 2021,
but we ho dpe 2022 will be better,”
he said, adding that holding the
proposed programmes was
dependent on the Covid-19 situa--
tion and relevant approvals from
the National Security Council (NSC)
as well as Kuala Lumpur City Hall
(DBKL).

Masjid India Business
Association (Miba) president Datuk
Ameer Ali Mydin is hoping that

News 3
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Jalan Alor, a popular food destination in Kuala
areas that was severely impacted by the:

DBKL and other local agencies

among the programmestohe held
would workhand in hand with

. are Kuala Lumpur Writing

(Gendangl and Dance Festival,

Ohlth Kuala Lumpur,
Nostalgia Kuala Lumpur-
were previously dependam O A IcL Dulu and Jom Makan Festival.
mostly foreign tourists, it * The ministry is also planning to
“There has to be strategic plan- - hold a virtual Citizen's Day (Hari
ning that is more domestical- Maigran interaction programme
ly-driven, as footfall in thisareais. ~ To mark the wwsion, 50 pro- ederal Territories folks in an
only 30% to 40% of whatithad ! s and activities | haﬁa'a,heen “effort to resolve problems,
be for city residents, hosted This is in line with the Malaysian
ral Tej : nnd Family concept. z
e St T 5 Federal 'I‘emtones Minister
It was previously ‘that  ~ Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassin previ-

sjid India, ; Competition, Kuala Lumptir Drum -

‘Feb 1 will mark; ificant
occasion r %liuw;h uras
lebrates: its som

ously said that he wanted Kuala
Lumpur to reclainits place as
South-East Asia’s top s.hnpping des-
tination.

He said efforts to revive Kuala .
Lumpur as a top shopping destina-
tion would be looked into, includ-
ing holding discussions with pri:
vate and government retail sectors
on offering good bargains to tour-
ists,

To commemorate Kuala !
Lumpur’s golden jubilee, Shahidan
has urged private building owners

.to beautify their properties with

decorative lights.
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DID: -Retention.--:ons not sold

Those on govt land will not be compromlsed for development says dept

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com.my

THE Kuala Lumpur Drainage and
Irrigation Department (DID) has
denied that it sold flood retention
ponds situated on government

Its deputy director Ratna Rajah
Sivapiragasam said even if the land
where the retention ponds were sit-
uated in had been sold, the ponds
themselves remained under the
purview of the department.

He was commenting on the alle-

|* gations made by several MPs who

claimed that six flood retention
ponds in the city had been
approved for developement.

" Ratna said the MPs should have :

| sought clarification with the di

i ment first before making the.
ons.
Last week, Segambut MP. Hannah

| Yeoh, citing the Auditor-General’s

{ Report 2019 Series 2, had called on
| the Malaysian Anti-Corruption

| Commission (MACC) to investigate

| ponds for develo

the alienation of six flood retention
ent betwei

October 2015 an Seplember 2020.

On Saturday, several KL MPs had
also lodged police reports to investi-
gate possible abuse of power over
the sale of the ponds.

The six retention ponds in ques-
tion are Kolam Batu, Kolam
Nanyang, Kolam Delima, Kolam

Taman Wahyu, Kolam Batu4 % and .

Kolam Taman Desa,

DID director-general Datuk Dr
Md Nasir Md Noh, when contacted,
said that land alienation did not
mean that the retention ponds need
to be surrendered.

“The ponds, and the area sur-
rounding, will he uﬁgraded with

paths and has to be swrren-
dered hack to the government after
the project is completed. .

“If we sell the ponds then the
entire-Kuala Lumpur will be flood-
ed,” he'said.

Ratna explained that the land
where the six ponds sit have been
appraved for transfer of ownership

by the Department of Director

e N R,

Federal Territories (PPTGWP) to

four companies for residential mui )
. mixed development. :

“While the land has been
the developers will not be a]]owed
to touch the ponds or compromise

its storage capacity,” he told
StarMeD'o

- He elaborated that the ponds had‘ 3

to be functional and properly main-
tained, and that the DID willnot
allow any tampering that may com—
promise the pond's stor:

“They (developer) will ave tc
upgrade the area and maintain th e
land summ%!;g the ponds.

“We built fl mjtigamm ponds
to counter floods, and these pieces
of land are located on former min-
ing ponds, Once it is functional, we
will gazette it, but this takes time.

“But there are 1gl.ec:[]ale who are

eyeing this land evelopment

and they will approach the govern-

ment.

“This is when the matter goesta
the Federal Tertitory Land
Executive Committee which is -
chaired by the Chief Secretary to
the Government Tan Sri Mohd Zuki'

uil on former mining ponds to divert water during floods.

St
nset) Ratna suys ere are 15 flood retention ponds in Kuala Lumpur,

Ali”hesaid): = 7
- Ratha added that if the commlt-

-~ tee did not receive any objection to
the development proj , the goy-
~ ernmentand P! P will | meeed.
- with the alienation process.

P

He said DID and Kuala Lumpur
City Hall (DBKL) would object if
they felt that the developrent
would comy the retention

nd’s storage capaci
po"lhemrtalg § I"l%odretenﬂon

%d,wus’aﬂenamd*m one compa-

. ny and the DID and DBKL putina
condition for the developer to guar-
~ antee that by developing the land,
Ih% must prove that it will not
the capacity of the pond.
“They (company) could not guar-
antee it and the Chief Secretary
cam:e]led the alienation process.
“But the government had to pay
hack the hefty pre.mlu.ms to'the

company, he said.
tna said this took place on Aug

27 2020, after the 2019 AG's report
was published, which was why it
- Was not i the report. -

~ “While ideally we would all like
* toseethe Jand with the retention.
ponds not developed at all, we have

to look at the overall economic fac-
tor and the need to build affordable
homes,” he said.

Overall, Ratna added that Kuala

" Lumpur was the least affected by

the Dec 18 weekend flood as all the
flood retention ponds were fully
functional and operating at opti-
mumn level.

There are 15 flood retention
ponds in Kuala Lumpur that were
built to counter floods. s

He said DID's Kuala Lumpur
Flood Mitigation (KLEM) plan,
whichis a control-at-source
approach wherehy excess water is

‘diverted to flood mitigation ponds,

did its job. *

The stored water in the ponds is
then gradually released back into
the rivers when the situation
improves; This prevents excess
water from flowing into the city

during a downpour which can lead
“to floods.

““Our flood mitigation system had
a certain protection level and it
worked well, however the evacua-
tion arid rescue efforts for peaple
could have been better coordinat-
ed,” he added.



