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PETALING JAYA: Malaysia will start seeing a
decline in Covid-19 cases when M least 40% of
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vaccinated with two doses before a reduc-
tion in cases is seen.

“At the current vaccination rate, this means
we need at least 30% more of the population
to be vaccinated,” she said.

As of Friday, a total of 4,227,554 doses have
been administered In the country of which
2,929,736 people have been given their first
dose while 1,297,818 have recelved two doses.
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for the vaccination programme so

In order to drive down cases, Dr Malina
believed that the infectivity rate (R0) of less
than 0.5 in the country would also help.

Currently, RO natonwide stands at 0.90
with Labuan the highest rate at

1.14.

Negri Sembilan (1.05), Sabah (1.08), Kuala
Lumpur (1.0), Sarawak (0.99), Johor (0.97),
Selangor (0.96), Perak (0.93), Melaka (0.93)
and Pahang (0.91) are recording an RO above
the national average.Dr Malina was also of
the view that the current active cases of
almost 80,000 should be reduced to at least
14,000 for the lockdown to be lifted.

“The current total lockdown, in my opin-
lon.hmﬂyupardalbckﬂawn.h\sxsbecause

we have more than one million people out -
workpl

there still present in their lace,” she
added.
She suggested formgnnplemnuuon of a

mally according to its capacity together
the appwprlste standard operating proce-

presen t, she noted that relying on the
SOP or avoiding mass gatherings may no
longer be suitable as cases continue to occur
especially in the workplace.

"As soon as the health sector is no longer at
acritcal s , 1 think we can start this hybrid

approach,”
Malaysian Public Health Physicians
Association president Datuk Dr Zainal Ariffin
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Why high jab rate matters

Experts: Cases will decline when more people are fully lnoculated

all Malaysians
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of the p d with the first
dose and about 30% with two doses.

*With this, we can have around 70% to 80%
vaccinated before year end, and before there
are more virus mutations, in
with high burden of cases such as the Klang

and in the high risk of transmission

PO tion: fac(ory workers and school com-
munity,” he said
Some health he noted, would also

cxpeﬂs.
becnmfnrmblewnhan RO of less than 0.5.

Bur due to the problems in testing rates as
well as the number of positive cases, he was
not 100 confident on this.

"We do not know what is the onrverage of
contact tracing right now either,” he added.

International Islami¢ University of Malaysia
public health - specialist Asst Prof Dr
Mohammad Farhan Rusli said the number of
daily Covid-19 cases would still be relatively
high until the country reaches herd immuni-

ty.

“Now when we see the dally cases, we must
move away from looking at absolute num-
bers and see the granular data. Important
parameters are how many are Category 3to 5
patients? How many are in the ICU and how
many deaths?

“It is safer for us to know that there are
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10,000 cases reported daily but all are
Category 1 rather than 100 new cases daily
but all are Category 5." he said.

He noted that data has shown that in coun-
tries where more than 50% of the population
have been fully vaccinated with two doses,
the drop is seen not in the number of cases
but rather in the number of deaths and cy
admissions.

“This is because the 50% would have COV-
ered the most vulnerahle groups,” he said.

Some signs of a return to normaicy have
been seen in countries with high vaccination
rates.
In the United Kingdom, depending on the
locality, homhy accommodations, cinemas,
museums and galleries are allowed to reopen
and wedding receptions and funeral wakes
can take place.

Outdoor events including concerts and

in front of an andience can

also resume in Wales

ce at St Ives, Cornwall, southwest Britain,
with the leaders attending seen not wearing
face masks:

More than half of the citizens in the United
Kingdom have been vaccinated and more
than three quarters have already received at
least one dose.

In the United States, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention stated that fully vacci-
nated are allowed to resume their
activities without the need to wear a face
mask or to physically distance except when it
is required by state laws or local business and
workplace.
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awal daripada sasaran kebang

Pemm:anm kita ialah supa-
lp@ﬂalidimlg
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percepatkan  pemberian
vaksin di Knala Lumpur (KL) ba-
gi mengekang lonjakan
harian yang semakin tinggl.

sehari Rabu ini dan konsisten

bagi memastikan 80 peratus pen-
duduk di Kuala Lumpur mene-

saan dlanggarkan sekitar 50 pe-

ratus menjelang tarfkh ftu. -
“CITF tekankan

tuk kita pastikan kapasiti pem-

berian vaksin ditingkat dan kon-

sisten,” lmanya pada sidang me-

dia semalam.
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r beramah mesra rima vaksin Ketika tin, Vnksims! dalul'
 dengan penerima membuat n'{gl'mnpelalr.*mrqatmng;'am m

Annuar

mk.Val(;maarqerck MyMedic@Wilayah di Perumahan Sri Awar J

berlkannya kepada penerima-
mengikut giliran.

gara ditukar hepadn pendekalan
aktif dengan

mﬁ mencatat

kepada kawasan
kes' harian tinggi seperti Kuala'
Pe-  Lumpur di Selayang dan Pasar

nyakit

DREC), be
sin jusa perlu tertumpu di ka-
wasan kluster kes positif CO-
VID-19. berbanding hanya mem-

pemberian vak-  mula

Dalam perkembangan berkai-
tan, Annuar berkata, kira-kira
3,000 pekerja Pasar Borong Kuala

kerja di Pasar Borong Kuala

Lumpurdanselduﬂ movekeda
Pasar Harian Selayang akan
nerima ‘suntikan dos pm-hma

vaksin it

“Ia berikutan risiko penularan
wabak di pasar masih tinggi.
Operasi pasar borong amat pen-
ting dan tidak boleh ditutup. Ja-
di, wamintnDatukBmdarKua

la Lumpur menguruskan pem-
berian vaksin kepada mereka,”
katanya.
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