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The administrative capital will have an image boost with better features at its recreational parks
and an upgrade of the Precinct 8 market to encourage more overnight trips by tourists.

reminiscent of Japan's famed

By VIJENTHI NAIR
vijenthi@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA is known for its abun-
dant green spaces and state-of-the-
art architecture.

Despite having 12 recreational
parks and many iconic buildings,
the administrative capital stll
struggles to attract tourists.

This is because many people g0
to the city only on day trips and do
not spend the night, according to
Putrajaya Corporation (PjC).

As such, PJC has embarked on
projects to encourage visitors to
spend the night In the aity.

These projects are not only in the
form of new attractions, but adding
new features to existing ones to
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make them more appealing (o visi-
tars.

Two existing attractions that will
see an upgrade next year are
Taman Saujana Hljau in Precinct
11 - one of the more popular parks
in the Federal Territory of Putra-
Jaya - and the Precinct 8 market.

Flower power

Taman Saujana Hijau is a 40ha
park famous for its themed gar-
dens, namely European Garden,
Oriental Garden and English
Garden.

According ro PjC statistics,
Taman Saujana Hijau receives
more than 1,000 visitors daily on
weekdays and up 10 4,000 visitors a

day on weekends.

The gardens’ enchanting land-
scape and architecture offers a feel
of being overseas, hence its popu-
larity as a recreational spot and for
wedding photography.

A sunflower fleld is set to be
added to the park.

PjC landscape architect
Jamaluddin Budin said about 5,000
sunflowers would be planted in
one designated area In the park.

Currently, he said, there was
already a smaller area in the park
where these big bright yellow flow-
ers were planted, attracting many
people.

Realising the potential, PiC wants
to grow a whole field of sunflowers.

“Imagine how it will look when
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;. The Precinct 8

eautification p
' ket will have better faciiities for traders
s, while Taman Saujana Hijau
) will feature a big field planted with

sunflowers — LOW LAY PHON/The Star

all the flowers are in full bloom. It

will be a sight to behold,” he added.  sakura or cherry blassoms, thus
If successful, the sunflower field  offering a breathtaking view when
will join other such fields like the the trees are lined in a row.
Snake and Reptile Park in Kangar, “In March. many people on social
Perlis, and Bagan Sungai Burung in ~ media shared stunning photos of
Bagan Datuk, Perak. pink Tecoma flowers taken around
PiC also plans to have a 1km trail  the country.
steps in the park to guide visitors to “Next year, hopefully these pink
the places around it flowers will bloom and add value
Jamaludd " llthe 1o Putrajaya,” said Tudd
local authority had planted 142
Tecoma trees that produced pink Market makeover

[owers along the Putrajaya Steps in
Precinct 1.

This is one of the latest attrac-
tions in the city, which will be offi-
cially launched soon.

At the peak of its blooming sea-
son, the pink Tecama flowers are

Local markets are an attraction
in some citles around the world
and Putrajaya will not be an excep-
non.
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Market traders look forward to posmve changes

In the hupcs of adding it to
g: list of mus! popular markets in

The mlrkr'. one of two public
in the ciry, is ya
tourist destinanan.

Tour buses often stop at the facil-
ity for visitors to browse the stalls
here and buy local produce.

Besides creating a better envi-
ronument for tourists, PIC facilities

mmm director Megat
Tarmizi Che Aini said the

upgrade was necessary because the
market was showing signs of age-
Ing and had never undergone
extensive repairs since opening
maore than two decades ago.

He said PiC could not renovate
the premises previously due to the
cost factor.

“We want to upgrade the proper-
ty and its facilities to make it more
camfortable for traders and cus-
tomers,” he said.

Megat Ahmad said upgrading
waorks included floor repair, instal-
lation of floor traps (fiters to stop
rubbish from fowing into
outlets), and wall and floor tiles,
among other things.

*“The cold room, roof, toilet fix-
tures, furnirure and stall frames
will also be repaired or L

“Besides that, we will instal a
new price board, signage advertise-
ment panel, vegetable and froit
racks at the stalls as well as new
signage at the market's main
entrance,” he said, adding that the
building would also get a fresh coat

paint.
The traders have been tempaorar-
ily relocated 1o an area at the side
and behind the complex, where
they are operating under tents.
The two-storey market complex,
which started operations in 2000,
houses 47 trading lots with 32 on
the ground level and another 15 on
the first floor.
. It is sirategically located close to
other fadilities in Putrajaya, such as
the Precinct 8 community hall
Neighbourhood Stud Centre,
Surau Al-Mizan, court and
schools. ;
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Jamaluddin: The sight of 5,000
sunflowers in full bloom at once
will be phenomenal

Sukhaimi; The traders are grateful
for PIC’s efforts to upgrade the
Precinct 8 market

StarMetro visited the market o
observe the work progress and
operauons at the temparary trad-
ng site.

The traders daimed that busl-
ness was poor In the first week
after relocation because people had
assumed the market was dosed.

But over a month after the relo-
cation, business is as usual and the
traders are looking forward to the

Assoclation deputy chairman
Sukhalmi Selamat said the traders
wene grateful for PiCs efforts.

*A hig thank you to PiC for the
much-needed upgrade.

“We can see the work being done e s Sl
at the marketand look forward to & el
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